COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 8th 2016 AT 7.30pm 
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)




E H Lewis (Vice)




C Roach 

T Cook
H Maclehose
P Graham -Woollard 
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 
County Cllr R Thomas
Apologies:       
W Bellin
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
None

3. Presentation from Fields in Trust (FIT) Representative
The Chair welcomed Mr Rhodri Edwards from FIT who was attending to make a presentation on how FIT could help prevent recreational land within the village.  Mr Edwards began by providing the background of the FIT organisation including its long standing royal links.  Its aim is to ensure that everyone has access to high quality recreational areas.  It does this by directly protecting land by placing covenants on the land that mean it can only be used for recreational use.  Land owners are not allowed to dispose of or change the use of the land without permission from the FIT which it only gives if this will result in larger or better recreational land becoming available. 

The FIT also has a Centenary Fields programme which is commemorating open spaces with connection to WW1. 

The Chair provided details of the playing field which is owned by the VoG and adjacent to the hall.  He also talked about the recreational land adjacent to the school and there was a discussion about the ownership of this land.  Mr Edwards explained the positive relationship that FIT had with the VoG Council and their past experience.  He went on to suggest that the Council write to Dave Knevett and Cllr Gwyn John at the VoG Council. 

The Council queried whether any covenant with FIT would affect the VoG maintaining the land, it was felt that this was an important point that needs to be raised, as the Chair explained that at the moment this Council did not have the funds to maintain this land. 
The Council agreed that it would be excellent to get any playing fields protected and so agreed to write to VoG asking if they would consider this. 
AP Clerk to write to VoG 

The Chair thanked Mr Edwards for his time and most interesting presentation. 
4. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING 
There was one member of the public present who raised the following points:-

· He had raised a number of comments on the recent planning application for the Water Treatment Works including the fact that the original gates had been re-sited and now opened outwards onto the public highway which he understood was illegal.  Also there had been no replacing along the hedgerow as required under the planning and also incomplete fencing. 

· He felt that there was a lack of information from this Council in the local newsletters. 

The Chair explained that Welsh Water was still on site and that the agent of the land owner had met with them and identified a number of ‘snagging matters’ that Welsh Water were dealing with.  He advised that the member of the public could talk to the land owner to understand what those snagging matters were.  He also believed the gate had been moved at the request of the land owner, the Council agreed that they should write to the VoG to suggest that the opening of the gate onto the highway was a safety issue and that the Council could write to Welsh Water to ask when they would be completely finished. 
AP Clerk to write to VoG regarding gate opening

AP Clerk to write to Welsh Water to ask for completion date

Regarding the newsletter the Chair explained that when a critical event or decision had occurred/been made it was put in the newsletter.  In regard to the details or ongoing issues then the minutes obviously covered these.  He stressed that the minutes were always available on the Council website and if anyone wanted hard copies the Clerk would always supply. 
5. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
PCSO Angela Stone, the new PCSO had sent her apologies.  She had reported to the Clerk that there had been no crimes in the village since the last meeting, however advised that there had been a number of thefts from farms in the surrounding areas. 

AP Clerk to place PCSO Angela Stones detail on the Council website and pass on for uploading onto the Village website

6. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Councillor Ray Thomas had no general VoG Council business to discuss. However he did indicate the at the recent Community Liaison meeting, Victoria Robinson (VoG Planning) provided a presentation on the LDP including the influence of the Welsh Government.
He also explained that a ring around Llandow airfield had been allocated for solar panels.

The Council wished to complain about the state of Llandow recycling site.  CC Thomas explained there had been some conversations regarding moving the site and then hopefully it could be designed to be more user friendly. 

CC Thomas also explained that as in the prior year there would be a VoG Christmas CASH Grant however that this would not be advertised.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Council would apply for monies towards two Christmas trees for the village.  

AP Clerk to apply for grant

7. Discussion on how the meeting between Cllr Bates and Rob Thomas (VoG MD) should be approached

Cllr Bates provided the background to obtaining this informal meeting with Rob Thomas which was occurring on 23rd November at his home.  The purpose in the Cllr Bate’s view is to try and persuade Mr Thomas to at least understand how his officers don’t respond to Community Council’s correspondence and how this seems to be the actual culture at the Council.  

Cllr Graham-Woollard also felt that the VoG Council don’t respond appropriately to individuals in the Community.  He also suggested that it may be sensible to have another person present at the meeting e.g. the Vice Chair, Cllr Bates said he would consider that. 

Cllr Bates wills feedback on this meeting at the next meeting. 

AP Clerk to provide examples to Cllr Bates to aid him in his meeting
8. PLANNING 

The previously circulated planning applications were reviewed:-
o
ENF/2016/0121/PC- Glan Ynys, Colwinston – Enforcement Contravention Ongoing

o
2016/01199/FUL
Colwinston WTW, Coed Marsarnen Road, Colwinston-Construction of a permanent site access track and amendments to existing dosing kiosk (retrospective application)

o
2016/01083/LAW
The Granary, Newland Fawr Farm, Llangan-Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed use of a former granary as a home office/bedroom


o
2016/01047/ADV
Crack Hill, Bridgend-V sign made up of aluminium composite panels, steel supports and extended bace rakers- REFUSED 
Cllr Graham – Woollard updated the Council on a personal report that he had put in regarding ENF/2016/0121/PC- Glan Ynys, Colwinston.  He explained that the scaffolding complaint had now been resolved and the enforcement officer believes that what has been built has been done per the planning approval; hence Cllr Graham-Woollard believes that what has been approved at planning shouldn’t have been. 
The Council discussed the matter of the eaves overhanging the highway.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Council would look at the planning approval before making any complaints. 

AP Councillors to review plans and add comments per email 

The Chair explained that the Colwinston WTW application was a retrospective one. 
The Council agreed that they had no comments to make on The Granary application. 
The reasons for the refusal of the planning for the Redrow signs had been reported in the Clerks report and were discussed. 

9. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 11th October 2016, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis that the minutes be accepted this was seconded by Cllr Roach. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
10. MATTERS ARISING 
Point 3.1 – Cllr Graham –Woollard explained that there had been a replacement of the regional director of Redrow and so there had been no progression at this stage.

Point 5.2 – Affordable housing – There was a discussion on the final ground floor flat which it appeared had now been allocated.  
AP Clerk to request information on what level of CC priority had been achieved
Point 5.4- Village Book – Cllr Maclehose reported that this was progressing well and nearly all the major interviews had been finished. 

Point 8.1 – Little Hill – The work on the trees had now been completed, there had been one complaint from a member of the public on the effect on the birds and the Chair had spoken to them.   In regard to the additional work previously discussed a quote from Mr Grant Smith was £240 for replacing three bollards on the green, and £310 for aggregate and reflector strips on the steps and a bit of timber replacement.  It was proposed by Cllr Graham-Woollard to accept these quotes and go ahead with the work; this was seconded by Cllr Cook and agreed by all.

AP Chair to contact Mr Smith and approve work

Point 8.2 – Meeting with VoG re change of work schedule – AP Chair was following this up.
Point 8.4 – Churchyard & Planter Boxes – AP Cllr Lewis to follow up
Point 8.5 – Ownership of Clapper Bridge land – AP Clerk to continue to investigate
Point 12.1 – War Memorial Flowers – After a short discussion the Chair suggested getting two white graveyard type flower holders which would cost approx. £50 for the two.  Cllr Graham-Woollard suggested that the British Legion might have something appropriate. 

AP Chair to follow up on this
Point 13.2 – LDP Consultation – The Clerk confirmed that a comment had been made on the MAC’s after the email discussion by the Council. 
11. CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerks report was reviewed and the following matters discussed:-
Speed Camera Van - the response by the Inspector was discussed.  Cllr Lewis confirmed that the Van had been there again today and yesterday.  The Council agreed to respond again to the Inspector asking him to once again pass on the requests for the van to park as close to the wall as possible. 

AP Clerk to respond to Inspector
Memorial Grant – Cllr Maclehose requested that the Clerk checked on the grant website whether it stated that applications could only come from registered charities /Faith Groups. 

AP Clerk to investigate 

The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk:-
02/11/16
Email from OVW re The Ombudsman's Casebook - Issue 26

31/10/16
Email from OVW re review of the national standards for the community health councils

30/10/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re UKLPG criteria for LPG installations

28/10/16
Acknowledgment email of LDP MAC Representation

26/10/16
Email discussion re Council response to LDP MACs

25/10/16
Email from OVW re professional consultancy 

20/10/16
Email with presentations from Community Liaison Committee

20/10/16
Email from Inspector Steve Davies re Speed Camera Van 

19/10/16
Email from Wales Audit Office Newsletter

17/10/16
Email from OVW re update from AGM

13/10/16
Email from OVW re their annual report

13/10/16
Letter from VoG re response to Road Safety Report 

12/10/16
Email re publicising new code of conduct

12/10/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re formal response enforcement of Glan Ynys

10/10/16
Email from Cllr Lewis re Local Lettings and Sales Policy email from St Brides Major Community Council

Finance

Finance

Funds as of 02/11/2016 £10,289(cashbook) incl £3,200 lottery grant for Village Book

Receipts - None

Payments to be authorised

21/10/2016
G Bates - refund of bark for work to Little Hill 100450
£207.60
Cllr Lewis proposed the authorisation of the above payments; this was seconded by Cllr Cook and agreed by all. The cheques were signed by two signatories. 

12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Cook reminded the Council of the proposal of OVW to become a limited company.  He explained that there had not been enough people present at the OVW AGM to vote on this motion, so OVW were now considering other options. 

Cllr Cook had also received information re the Community Liaison group of which he was not the representative.  

AP Clerk to investigate

DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday December 13th 2016 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  
The meeting was closed at 9.27pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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